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H.R.H. The Countess of Wessex was commissioned by the Committe of the Army Musicians'  Association.

This march could be seen as a companion piece to Sir Malcolm Arnold' s  H.R.H. The Duke of Cambridge.

Malcolm Arnold' s march was written in 1957 to celebrate the centenary of Kneller Hall, and is named after 
the Founder of the school: Queen Victoria' s Cousin, The Duke of Cambridge.

This piece has been written to acknowledge the closure of Kneller Hall in 2021, and is named after
the Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Corps of Army Music: H.R.H. The Countess of Wessex. 

The march sets out in C minor, a key seen by Beethoven and Brahms as being dark and tragic, and 
changes to A flat major at the trio section, this new key was used by Elgar in his noble First Symphony. 
My idea being that it' s possible for a good outcome to emerge from a seemingly tragic decision.

The trio theme is drawn directly from the opening theme, which is built on a series of rhythmic motifs 
growing in power as the piece progresses.  The bridge section is the central section of the trio, and is 
distinctive as a development section; it links back to the Trio theme by use of quotations from the 
Quick March of the Royal Corps of Army Music, over a dominant preparation for return to the tonic 
key of A flat major.

The march ends optimistically, with a view of a new chapter of musical contribution to the British Army.
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