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2. Procession and Oration
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Ian Mitchell was born in North Lincolnshire in 1968. He studied trombone with Cliff Jones and Barrie Webb before joining the British Army as a musician at the age of 16.
Ian served 14 years as a trombone player and pianist in the Household Cavalry before qualifying as a Bandmaster. During the remaining 10 years of his career, he served in
the appointment of Bandmaster of three high-profile bands: The King’s Division Normandy Band, The Band of the Irish Guards, and the Heavy Cavalry and Cambrai Band.
Ian retired from the Army in November 2010 after 25 years’ service.

Ian’s compositions have been performed on major State and ceremonial occasions such as Trooping the Colour and Changing of the Guard ceremony.
As a conductor, Ian has been involved with various civilian wind bands and brass bands, and is currently involved with teaching and guiding players and conductors in the
respective arts of leading, and following.

Ian’s academic musical studies took place initially at the Royal Military School of Music and Kingston University; he also studied composition at Durham University with
Richard Rijnvos, Peter Manning and Sam Hayden. Since graduating from Durham as a Master of Music, his compositions have seen performances by the Allegri Quartet,
the Ives Ensemble and the Mystery Park Arts Band.

The String Quartet No. 1 was Ian’s first serial composition and was composed in 2010. It received a first performance in Durham by the Allegri Quartet. Since then Ian
has composed other works for chamber ensemble, these include: Dance Suite - for solo piano; String Quartet No. 2; Piano Quintet; Four Haiku;
and Songs and Interludes — for voice and cello.

Ian’s larger scale works include Origins for wind band (played by the Derbyshire City & County Youth Wind Band), and Passing through Streets for orchestra.

TIan’s march The Music Makers was adopted by the Corps of Army Music in 2011 as the regimental march of all Army bands.

Ian’s Piano Quintet was composed in 2012 in response to the death of a close friend from his army days.

Hugh Billington was an outstanding ceilidh fiddler who was trained in the Irish and Scots traditions; he and Ian performed together on a regular basis for about 15 years.
The final movement of the Piano Quintet contains a verse of one of Hugh's favourite tunes: My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose by Robbie Burns.

Ian's Piano Quintet was played in a workshop by the Ives Ensemble, and subsequently entered into the XXII Subtropic Festival of Experimental Music and
Sound Art in Miami, Florida in 2013, in which it won the Jury’s Award after the final concert performance.

Ian lives and works in Cheshire, where he plays, conducts, teaches and composes a wide range of music.

More information, and scores of his compositions can be found on his website: www.ianleemitchell.com

At the time of writing, Ian is heavily involved with Stretford Band (of which he is Musical Director), and Greenalls Band.
Ian's enthusiasm for amateur music making finds it's voice in his composing.

© Copyright - Ian Mitchell 2016
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III - Remembering and Remembrance
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