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by
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The State and Ceremonial Marches were written for the Committee of the Army Musicians’ Association in acknowledgement 
of the closure of Kneller Hall - the home of British Army Music from 1857 - 2021.  They were started in 2021, and completed 
in the year of Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.

This set of five concert marches was written as a response to Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance Marches.  The difference in 
context is that Elgar saw the pomp and the circumstance from the outside, as a spectator; with these marches I saw it from 
the inside: the many hours behind the scenes spent rehearsing on dri l l  squares, the shouting, the polishing, the cleaning, the 
individual and team effort necessary to reach the required standards.

It was my intention to provide a set of concert pieces that would show off the wind band as an entity to rival the orchestra; 
it is my hope that they can be seen as a set original pieces which are useful,  challenging and enjoyable for audience, player 
and conductor al ike.  
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