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Commissioned by

the Band of the Household Cavalry

with whom I served 10 years.

The Household Cavalry are the original Trusted Guardians.
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1.  Past - Prologue

2.  Present - Etiologue

3.  Future - Epilogue

Trusted Guardians
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Some	notes	from	the	composer. . . . .

This	piece	was	commissioned	by	the	Band	of	the	Household	Cavalry	as	part	of	very	defined	plans	for	a	
charity	CD	to	be	made	towards	the	close	of	2020.

Plans	for	the	CD	were	tripartite: 	

The	75th	anniversary	of	Victory	in	Europe	Day,	celebrating	the	British	Armed	Forces.
The	Coronavirus	pandemic,	celebrating	the	UK	Emergency	Services,	particularly	the	NHS.
A	positive	view	into	the	future.

Straight	away	this	looked	to	me	like	a	three	movement	suite,	the	subject	areas	contained	sufficient	variety	and	connection	
to	stand	together	as	a	set.

After	discussions	with	the	hierarchy	at	the	Band,	I	started	to	look	deeper	and	try	to	establish	a	strong	concept.

I	decided	to	use	the	hymn	tune	Jerusalem	as	common	ground	to	all	three	movements,	but	in	very	different	formats,	in	
order	to	represent	the	heroes	of	the	music.

In	the	first	movement	the	theme	occurs	in	a	minor	key	as	part	of	a	battle	scene	depicting	British	Soldiers.		

In	the	second	movement	the	theme	is	much	more	obvious,	and	represents	NHS	paramedics,	doctors,	nurses,	support	
staff	and	care	home	workers	on	their	own	front	line,	early	in	this	battle	a	tradition	took	off	across	the	UK,	to	step	outside	
and	applaud	the	heroes	of	the	present	at	8pm	on	Thursday	evenings.

The	final	movement	contains	the	entire	hymn	from	start	to	finish.		The	music	which	approaches	the	hymn	is	uncertain,	
but	grows	stronger.		The	hymn	is	powerful,	and	the	music	which	closes	the	suite	is	at	peace,	as	it	drifts	into	the	distance.		

So	who	are	the	heroes	of	this	final	movement?		They	could	be	the	Armed	Forces,	the	Emergency	Services,	they	could	
be	anyone,	or	someone,	or	a	fictional	character,	or	maybe	even	an	aspiration.		After	all,	the	listener	should	take	some	
responsibility	for	the	final	outcome.	

Some	areas	of	the	score	have	been	marked	solo,	however	because	the	sizes	of	wind	bands	vary	so	much,	conductors	
should	be	free	to	make	musical	judgments	as	to	whether	phrases	should	be	played	solo/tutti	depending	on	the	texture	of	
the	music,	and	the	instrumentation	of	the	band.

The	conductor	might	also	wish	to	consider	whether	to	play	all	movements	consecutively	or	not.		
The	composition	allows	for	this,	if	required.	
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Instrumentation:

Piccolo
1 st	Flute
2nd	Flute
Oboe

1 st	Clarinet
2nd	Clarinet
3rd	Clarinet
Bass	Clarinet

1 st	Alto	Saxophone
2nd	Alto	Saxophone
Tenor	Saxophone

Baritone	Saxophone
Bassoon

1 st	Horn	in	F
2nd	Horn	in	F
3rd	Horn	in	F
1 st	Cornet
2nd	Cornet
3rd	Cornet

E	flat	(Cavalry/Natural)	Trumpet
(Off-stage	or	muted)

1 st	Trumpet
2nd	Trumpet
1 st	Trombone
2nd	Trombone
Bass	Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba
Timpani

Snare	Drum
Cymbals

(suspended	and	hand	cymbals)
Large	Concert	Bass	Drum

Tam-tam
Glockenspiel

Harp
Voices	(Optional)

(any	combination	of	male	or	female)
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& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Ian L. Mitchell

I - Past - Prologue

".. .You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word: Victory. 
Victory at all costs - Victory in spite of all terror - 
Victory, however long and hard the road may be, 

for without victory there is no survival.. ." (Winston Churchill)

". . .this day of just triumph and proud sorrow..." (King George VI)

Trusted Guardians - Symphonic Suite for Wind
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J ‰ Œ Œ œ œ ™ œ

J
œ ™ œ

J
œ ™ œ

J
˙ œ

J ‰ Œ

œ
j ‰ œ

j ‰
œb
j ‰ Œ

œb
j ‰ Œ

œb
j ‰ Œ

œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙™ œb œ œ ˙™ œb œ œ ˙™ œb œ œ ˙™ œb œ œ ˙™ œb œ œ ˙™ œb œ œ
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œ
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Œ
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& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑
-

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

becoming more and more lontano as the call progresses

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
senza sord. Solo

∑
-

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bb - - - - ∑
- -

& bb
- - - -

Tutti
-

- -

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
Tutti

- -

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b
- - Tutti- - -

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
Tutti- -

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
Tutti

- -

&
Now in time with the conductor

∑

& b
- - - Tutti- - -

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
senza sord. Tutti- -

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑
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j ‰ œ œ œ œ
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j ‰ œ œ œ

˙™ œ
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& bbb ∑

-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
3

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑
-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
3

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑
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-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b -
-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b
-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& b -
-

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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-
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& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
3

?bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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J
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J ‰ Œ

Ó
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J
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∑ œb ™ œ
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˙ œ
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˙™ œ
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j ‰ Œ

˙ œ
j ‰

˙™ œ
j ‰ Œ Ó

˙™ œ œ
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j
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j
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j
œ œ œ

j ‰ Œ

œ ™ œ
j
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j ‰ Œ
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œ ™ œ
j
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J
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J ‰ Œ Ó

˙ œ
j ‰ ˙™ œ
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˙™ œb œ œ ˙ œ œb œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙™ œ œ œ ˙™ œ œ œ ˙™ œ œ œ ˙™ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ w

œ
j ‰ Œ Œ Ó ™ œ

j ‰ œ œ œ ™ œ œ
j ‰ œ œ œ œ

j ‰ œ œ œ ™ œ œ
j ‰ œ œ œ œ

j ‰ œ œ œ ™ œ œ
j ‰ œ œ œ œ

j ‰ œ œ œ ™ œ œ
j ‰ œ œ œ œ

j ‰ Œ Ó

˙™ œ
j ‰ Œ Œ ˙™ œ ˙™ œ ˙™ œ ˙™ œ ˙ ˙ w

∑ œb ™ œ
J

œ œ œ œ
J ‰ Œ

Ó
œb ™ œ

J
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2nd Trumpet in Bb
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Snare Drum
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Bass Drum

Tam-tam

Glockenspiel
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Adagio (q = 52)

p

ppp p ppp pp sotto voce p

p mf p

p sempre

pp sempre p sempre

p mf espress. p sotto voce p mf

p sotto voce

p

pp	sempre

pp sempre

pp sempre

pp sempre

pp sempre

pp	sempre

Adagio (q = 52)
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& bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

2. Present - Etiologue
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